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1st Place: Danny & Ron’s Rescue 
We	  have	  stayed	  consistent	  with	  the	  original	  submission	  of	  our	  2015	  Great	  Charity	  
Challenge	  Money	  Disbursement 
In addition to using funds toward the day-to-day operational expenses incurred to rescue, 
rehabilitate, spay/neuter, vaccinate, micro-chip, feed & board, train, transport, and 
rehome our rescue dogs, plus staff our rescue operation, Danny and Ron’s Rescue plans 
to utilize a portion of the award proceeds as follows:  
$10,000 Spay/Neuter certificate , $10,000 Senior Care Program, $10,000 Donated to 
Partner Rescues  and $35,000 Salary toward hiring part-time staff members to assist with 
operation of the Wellington office. 
Additionally, Danny & Ron’s Rescue purchased brand new, stronger travel crates and 
donated all older crates to local rescues.   
We also paid for vehicle repairs on our travel bus and donated our old Ford SUV. 
 

                              
 
Milton’s Story (photos below)– On May 26, our local shelter called Danny& Ron's  
Rescue to ask if we could help with a dire emergency. This poor boy was brought to 
the shelter so horribly matted that his front feet and back feet were fused together in one 
giant filthy ball of matted fur. He could not walk. We named him MILTON and raced 
him to our vet for immediate care. He was already experiencing agonal respirations 
(shallow breathing pattern that is related to cardiac arrest and death).  
Thermometers could not register a temperature (!) so warmed fluids were administered to 
raise his body temperature. His blood work indicated his body was fighting sepsis. After 
shaving his legs and feet, the vet discovered MAGGOTS in all four paws, along with 
gaping wounds made worse from urine burns.  Milton was in horrendous condition and 
pain and fighting for his life. These pictures tell his story from rescue to recovery to 
adoption! 

 



 
2nd Place: PROPEL 
PROPEL	  has	  grown	  by	  leaps	  and	  bounds	  in	  the	  last	  year.	  We	  awarded	  $44,000	  in	  
scholarships	  for	  higher	  education	  and	  graduated	  15	  seniors	  (that	  is	  100%	  
graduation	  rate	  from	  PROPEL	  program).	  We	  moved	  into	  a	  8,000	  Sq.Ft.	  facility	  and	  
have	  expanded	  THE	  HUB	  learning/computer	  center	  to	  accommodat	  an	  increased	  
number	  of	  students.	  
We	  currently	  have	  17	  seniors	  enrolled	  in	  our	  program	  that	  will	  be	  working	  to	  earn	  
scholarships	  to	  colleges	  and	  trade	  schools.	  	  In	  addition,	  our	  program	  provides	  
educational	  support,	  tutoring	  and	  mentoring	  to	  8th	  through11th	  grade	  students.	  
Your	  generosity	  makes	  a	  big	  difference	  in	  the	  future	  of	  a	  PROPEL	  student.	  
	  

	  
	  
3rd Place: Kids Cancer Foundation 
Thank you for your generous grant of $112,000 made to the Kids Cancer Foundation. 
In our second quarter we: 
• Provided over $13,000 in patient assistance to our young patients and families to assist with 

basic living expenses such as, clothes, food, utilities and transportation expenses to come for 
treatment.  

• We had End of Treatment Celebrations for three of our young patients Adam, Cameron & 
Kiara. 

• Provided tutoring for one of our young patients, Piper, so she would be prepared for starting 
Kindergarten.  

• We had a Fun Tropical Summer Family Social at the Kids Cancer Center that over 50 
children and families attended. Not only did the children and families have the opportunity to 
interact and support one another but they enjoyed an evening of family fun!                                 

• Best of all, we were able to prevent the bank from foreclosing on the home of one of our 
families.  

Thanks to the Great Charity Challenge grant we are able to provide the many program and 
services to assist children like Adam, Cameron, Kiara, Piper and the other 400 + young patients 
and families in our community we care for. Little warriors need big heroes like you. We are 
grateful for this grant and your support.  
 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  
	  



	  
4th Place: Connor Moran Children’s Cancer Foundation 
The	  Beatles	  said	  it	  first,	  and	  we	  agree,	  “I've	  got	  to	  admit	  it's	  getting	  better,	  a	  little	  
better	  all	  the	  time.”	  	  We	  have	  to	  admit	  it's	  getting	  better;	  it's	  getting	  better	  since	  the	  
Bellissimo	  family	  created	  the	  Great	  Charity	  Challenge,	  inspiring	  and	  empowering	  
positive	  community	  change	  through	  charity	  giving	  in	  Palm	  Beach	  County!	  	  	  
Connor	  Moran	  Children’s	  Cancer	  Foundation	  is	  just	  one	  of	  the	  over	  100+	  local	  
charities	  whose	  mission	  was	  embellished	  and	  in	  some	  instances,	  even	  saved,	  by	  this	  
spectacular	  charitable	  venue!	  The	  Great	  Charity	  Challenge	  doesn’t	  just	  raise	  a	  lot	  of	  
money;	  it	  raises	  an	  abundance	  of	  HOPE.	  	  
The	  staff	  and	  volunteers	  at	  Connor	  Moran	  hope	  every	  day	  that	  we	  make	  a	  difference	  
in	  someone’s	  lives,	  and	  the	  people	  that	  we	  help	  hope	  that	  someday	  their	  illness	  and	  
hardship	  will	  be	  behind	  them.	  The	  $100,000	  award	  we	  received	  on	  February	  7,	  
2015	  from	  the	  Great	  Charity	  Challenge	  continues	  to	  turn	  that	  “wishful	  feeling”	  of	  
hope,	  into	  a	  tangible	  reality.	  
Our	  Earth	  Angels	  program	  continues	  to	  take	  flight,	  attracting	  volunteers	  from	  the	  
communities	  of	  our	  patients,	  allowing	  us	  to	  help	  with	  daily	  chores	  like	  food	  
shopping,	  yard	  work,	  and	  child	  care.	  We	  are	  able	  to	  regularly	  purchase	  and	  take	  
healthy	  snacks	  to	  the	  oncology	  clinics	  where	  often	  children	  haven’t	  eaten,	  either	  
because	  they	  were	  fasting	  due	  to	  a	  medical	  test,	  or	  they	  just	  didn’t	  get	  anything	  to	  
eat	  at	  home.	  In	  the	  hospital	  our	  Earth	  Angels	  take	  snacks	  to	  the	  pediatric	  floor,	  and	  
also	  on	  Friday’s	  it’s	  Pajamin	  and	  Pizza	  day,	  because	  it’s	  difficult	  to	  get	  the	  kids	  to	  eat	  
hospital	  food.	  Our	  Earth	  Angels	  program	  ensures	  that	  the	  medical	  staff	  always	  has	  
toys,	  and	  cuddly	  colorful	  stuffed	  critters,	  to	  help	  make	  the	  tears	  disappear	  after	  a	  
painful	  procedure,	  or	  just	  to	  brighten	  a	  child’s	  day!	  	  	  
Earth	  Angels	  definitely	  brightened	  the	  day	  of	  one	  of	  our	  adult	  patients	  who	  lost	  a	  
kidney	  to	  cancer	  last	  year,	  but	  was	  having	  more	  distress	  over	  losing	  his	  home	  to	  
cancer	  last	  month!	  	  Forced	  to	  quit	  his	  job	  after	  19	  years	  of	  employment,	  not	  just	  
because	  of	  his	  medical	  condition,	  but	  because	  he	  can	  have	  NO	  income	  for	  six	  	  
months	  in	  order	  to	  be	  considered	  for	  disability	  care/assistance.	  He	  rapidly	  went	  
through	  his	  small	  savings	  and	  maxed	  credit	  cards,	  trying	  to	  stay	  afloat	  financially.	  He	  
was	  one	  of	  those	  who	  had	  to	  choose	  between	  paying	  for	  food	  or	  medications…both	  
required	  to	  live,	  especially	  with	  only	  one	  kidney.	  Because	  of	  the	  financial	  gift	  we	  
received	  from	  the	  Great	  Charity	  Challenge,	  Connor	  Moran	  was	  able	  to	  help	  Tom	  with	  
the	  challenges	  he	  faced!	  	  His	  mortgage	  was	  paid	  and	  all	  household	  accounts	  are	  now	  
secure,	  his	  disability	  support	  has	  been	  approved	  and	  begins	  in	  October,	  and	  he	  
cleared	  all	  the	  criteria	  and	  was	  accepted	  at	  the	  Miami	  Transplant	  Institute,	  
considered	  one	  of	  the	  leading	  transplant	  centers	  in	  the	  world!	  	  
Angels	  to	  the	  rescue!,	  but	  this	  time	  thanks	  doesn’t	  go	  to	  out	  to	  Charlie…it	  goes	  to	  the	  
GREAT	  CHARITY	  CHALLENGE.	  

	  	   	  
	  



	  
5th Place: Communities in Schools 
Our	  funds	  have	  been	  used	  to	  pay	  our	  site	  coordinators’	  salaries.	  Site	  Coordinators	  
work	  in	  the	  schools	  with	  low	  performing	  students.	  This	  school	  year	  we	  had	  great	  
success	  with	  our	  program.	  100%	  of	  senior	  served	  by	  the	  CIS	  program	  graduated.	  We	  
have	  started	  the	  new	  school	  year	  and	  getting	  the	  program	  underway	  for	  this	  coming	  
school	  year. 
	  
 
6th Place: National Wheelchair Sportsfund 
Testimony from one of the recipients: 
“I wanted to take this moment to thank you and the National Wheelchair Sport Fund for 
all the continued support.  
Support comes in many forms: 
-The financial support which enables me to attend USTA tournaments throughout the 
country. 
-The Tuesday night tennis clinic with exceptional instruction and facility. 
-All the selfless hours you in Verena contribute ensuring the very best tournament 
experience possible.  
I have always been an athlete way before the helicopter accident during Operation 
Enduring Freedom that changed my life. I had an amazing 21 year career in the US 
Army; fixing, flying and instructing in three of our military's helicopters, to include the 
world's most feared, the AH-64 Apache. Serving in the 101st Airborne Division in 
Afghanistan, a catastrophic mechanical malfunction during a combat mission resulted in 
an intense "hard landing" smashing my skull and crushing my vertebrae. This cut my 
spinal cord and rendered me an incomplete paraplegic. 
I thought playing competitive sports was over, until I was introduced to wheelchair tennis 
at the NWSF tennis clinic at Patch Reef Tennis Center, Boca Raton Florida. The intense 
instruction and encouragement was exactly what my mind and body needed.  
With that said, I have nothing but gratitude for you and the NWSF. 
Respectfully,  
CW4 S.C. 
Retired, US Army” 
	  
7th Place: The ARC of the Glades 
As reported earlier this year, meeting the goal of restoring The Arc's cash flow reserve 
has allowed us to continue the provision of services to individuals who are wait-listed for 
funding for services under Florida's Medicaid Waiver for Home and Community-Based 
Services. Additionally, staff will be receiving their first pay raise in 5 years, effective 
October 1, 2015. Our dedicated Direct Support Professionals, who as a group have an 
average 11 year tenure, have remained loyal to their clients and The Arc through a very 
difficult financial period, at one point (2011-2012) choosing to accept reduced hours in 
response to a reduction in the Medicaid Waiver billable rates for services rather than a 
reduction in force that would have cost a staff person their job. With the assistance of the 
Great Charity Challenge, both this year and in the past, The Arc has maintained its 
services in quality and duration and continued to meet the needs of clients who would 
otherwise not have been served until they moved off of Florida's wait-list for services. 
Staff hours have been restored and a pay increase is possible.  
Also mentioned in April was the Best Practice goal of three months cash reserve. Though 
not there yet, the current reserve stands at about two months operating reserve, improved 
over our last report by about 30%, indicating that The Arc has successfully addressed 
operating budget issues without reducing services. This cash position is in stark contrast 



to the nadir of our funding struggles, when our cash position was measured in days rather 
than months. 
The other item mentioned in the last report was The Arc's involvement in a project to 
ensure quality dental care to our clients. Our cash position allows us to 'fill the gaps', 
ensuring their participation. Through this collaborative, The Arc of The Glades is 
providing the opportunity for six individuals to be transported to FoundCare in West 
Palm Beach on September 8th, where two will receive dentures, two others will be 
screened, and the remaining two will receive continuing care from an established Plan of 
Treatment. Dental services are continuing for dozens of others from The Arc and 
hundreds of others throughout Palm Beach County who have developmental disabilities, 
thanks to the Dental Home Initiative. The Arc has accessed an allocation of funds by the 
Florida Legislature to The Arc of Florida to cover the dental costs, the Great Charity 
Challenge provides the cash resources to transport, supervise and provide lunch, and the 
Dental Home Initiative (a collaborative of six Developmental Services Providers) has 
handled the logistics of providing the care.  
Below is the cover from our brochure, with our "cover girl”. Next to it is a recent picture 
of her after dental care through the project mentioned above. Work continues for her and 
other clients of The Arc. The expanded scope of these projects are only possible for our 
clients because of the resources made available through the Great Charity Challenge. 

                    
 
 
8th Place: Urban Youth Impacts 
On behalf of everyone at Urban Youth Impact, again thank you for the $65,000 attained 
from the Great Charity Challenge.  Thanks to the outstanding performance and creative 
costumes by the Lothlorien team, funds were hard at work this summer, supporting our 
Summer Jam, ReFrame and Family Empowerment Programs. 
- From June 22nd to August 4th, seventy - three children from 2nd to 9th grade participated 
in our Summer Jam camp. Our camp’s theme was “One World, Many Stories”. This 
theme helped enrich our students with opportunities for exposure to the arts, sciences, 
fascinating field trips, beach days, and pure summer fun!  We kept kids off the streets in a 
safe and educational environment throughout the summer, thanks to your funding.  
- Twenty teens participated in ReFrame’s summer work program. Look for our students 
at Chick-fil-A, Pet Groomery, Orthodox Zion Childcare Development Center, Salvation 
Army, Bear Lakes Country Club, J.A.Y Outreach Ministries and many other places 
around town. 
- In the summer our Family Empowerment Program parents participated in a nine-week 
course focusing on nutrition in the household. Continued support from our community, 
allows us to help build stronger, stable, and healthy families. 



- We are excited for our year to begin on September 8th with 129 children enrolled in The 
Leadership Academy. 
 
 
9th Place: Paws 4 Liberty 
Paws	  4	  Liberty’s	  mission	  is	  to	  help	  returning	  soldiers	  regain	  their	  independence	  and	  
confidence	  through	  the	  assistance	  of	  highly	  trained	  service	  dogs.	  With	  a	  primary	  
focus	  on	  post	  9/11	  veterans	  with	  post-‐traumatic	  stress,	  Paws	  4	  Liberty	  carefully	  
screens,	  trains,	  and	  places	  service	  dogs	  at	  no	  cost	  to	  the	  recipient.	  Paws	  4	  Liberty	  
does	  not	  breed	  dogs.	  All	  of	  our	  service	  dogs	  come	  from	  animal	  shelters	  or	  rescue	  
groups,	  or	  are	  donated	  to	  the	  organization.	  We	  save	  dogs,	  and	  they	  save	  soldiers.	  
All	  of	  the	  Great	  Charity	  Challenge	  funding	  is	  being	  allocated	  to	  support	  the	  Service	  
Dogs	  for	  Veterans	  Program	  by	  supporting	  the	  cost	  of	  training.	  Each	  service	  
dog/veteran	  pair	  costs	  the	  organization	  as	  much	  as	  $15,000,	  with	  the	  largest	  
expense	  being	  training	  (up	  to	  $6,000	  per	  pair).	  As	  of	  June	  30,	  2015,	  Paws	  4	  Liberty	  
has	  spent	  $26,051.94	  on	  staff	  service	  dog	  trainers.	  
One	  area	  of	  focus	  we	  have	  been	  able	  to	  expand	  on	  is	  our	  use	  of	  dogs	  from	  shelters	  
and	  rescue	  organizations.	  Having	  adequate	  training	  staff,	  thanks	  to	  the	  generosity	  of	  
the	  Great	  Charity	  Challenge,	  has	  allowed	  us	  to	  take	  the	  time	  to	  network	  with	  
shelters	  and	  rescue	  groups,	  and	  conduct	  the	  temperament	  testing	  required	  to	  
ensure	  that	  the	  dogs	  we	  rescue	  have	  the	  potential	  to	  become	  highly	  trained	  service	  
dogs.	  
All	  of	  the	  dogs	  below	  are	  rescue	  dogs	  from	  local	  shelters	  who	  are	  now	  service	  dogs	  
in	  training!	  All	  rescue	  dogs	  are	  assessed	  for	  temperament,	  and	  
screened/quarantined	  for	  health.	  We	  focus	  on	  dogs	  under	  the	  age	  of	  two	  years	  in	  
order	  to	  ensure	  a	  long	  relationship	  with	  their	  veteran.	  
	  

	  
	  
From	  left:	  Pluto	  –	  a	  rescue	  from	  Misfit	  ResQ;	  Lola	  -‐	  found	  as	  a	  stray	  and	  rescued	  from	  PBC	  Animal	  
Care	  and	  Control;	  Rey	  –	  rescued	  from	  PBC	  Animal	  Care	  and	  Control;	  and	  Tigre	  –	  another	  rescue	  who	  
is	  on	  his	  way	  to	  a	  life	  of	  service!	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



10th	  place:	  Seagull	  Services	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



11th	  place:	  Adopt	  A	  Family	  of	  the	  Palm	  Beaches	  
	  

	  
	  

 
 
 
12th Place: Take Stock in Children Palm Beach 
Take Stock in Children Palm Beach is a proud recipient of the 2015 Great Charity 
Challenge.   
Funding was used towards program services benefiting nearly 800 low-income, at-risk 
students throughout Palm Beach County.  
Education is our lever of change; it’s the tool we use to dislodge patterns of poverty and 
despair. This past school year was a success for Take Stock in Children Palm Beach 
County, our 2014/2015 achievements include: 

• 800 Palm Beach County students received mentorship, college readiness and 
college retention services. 

• 98% of our class of 2015 students graduated from high school. 
• 96% of our class of 2014 students entered a post-secondary program. 
• 85% of our college students needed no post-secondary remediation of any kind. 
• 59% of Take Stock in Children students complete college, compared to Florida’s 

20% average for students in poverty. 
• Awarded over $800,000 in Florida Prepaid Tuition Scholarships to 75 class of 

2015 graduating seniors, totaling over $10M in Florida Prepaid Scholarships 
granted to Palm Beach County students since 1995. 

• $290,000 in 2-year dormitory scholarships provided to 24 class of 2015 
graduating seniors. 

We ended our 2014/2015 school year with a "College Transition" workshop for our 
graduating seniors. All 75 senior students attended a 5 hours workshop with their parents. 
The workshop covered instructions on how to activate their Florida Prepaid Scholarship 



award, the do's and don'ts when choosing the right college for them, budgeting for 
college, tips on living away from home, etc. 
Student Success Story:  Dakarai Williams 
When Dakarai entered the Take Stock in Children program in 7th grade, he was doing 
well. However, when he entered high school, due to difficulties at home and in school, 
Dakarai's attention slipped, his grades fell, and his participation in the Take Stock in 
Children program dropped off. To make matters worse, the summer before his junior 
year, Dakarai suffered a tragic blow; the death of his grandmother. Her death had a 
profound effect on him and ultimately was the spark that reawakened Dakarai's interest in 
education. Luckily, Take Stock in Children was still there for him. We were able to 
provide Dakarai with the guidance he needed to improve his grades, repair his 
relationship with his teachers and become college ready. Dakarai recently graduated from 
the Take Stock in Children Program and won the Most Improved Student award. He will 
be attending Valencia College in the Fall and plans to transfer to Florida Polytechnic 
University in two years.  
"I knew I had to change things around because I knew what I was doing wasn't what my 
grandmother would have wanted. Having a Take Stock in Children mentor to cheer me 
on and believe in me and a college readiness coach to make sure I got back on track was 
invaluable. I don't think I could have made it without them."  Dakarai Williams  
	  
13th Place: Wycliffe Charities 
This year Wycliffe Charities sent Clinics Can Help $8,600 from the $25,000 grant we 
received from the Great Charity Challenge.  The funds were designated to purchase 
special bathing systems and accessories for children with special needs.     
A few weeks ago Wycliffe Charities received an email from Maureen Ashe, the Director 
of Development at Clinics Can Help in  which she says "I just wanted to share with you 
what parents had to say about the bath chairs the special grant from Wycliffe allowed us 
to purchase – the parents and kids love them – THANK YOU!!! 
Testimonial:  
“We received the Otter bath chair and stand from Clinics Can Help for our daughter, 
Olivia, who has cerebral palsy.  It has been a Godsend!  With it, bath time is a breeze! I 
no longer have to lift her in and out of the tub. She is also more stable and secure since I 
no longer need to hold her up with one hand and try to wash her with the other. The chair 
is very easy to travel with and makes vacations or sleepovers at Grandma and Grandpa's 
house much easier for everyone. This is especially true in places where there is no bath 
tub. With the chair and stand, showers are now possible! We also use the chair for play 
time. In her Otter bath chair, Olivia can sit and play in the water at the zero-entry-pool or 
kick her feet in the waves at the beach.” (sent by Olivia’s Mom) 
	  
14th Place: Blue Sky Foundation 
With regard to actual visits to military bases, the last three months were relatively slow 
for Blue Sky Foundation.  The only event we held was at Fort Bragg (in Fayetteville, NC) 
in early June.  This is a special destination for us because Fort Bragg is where we held 
our very first event back in July of 2013.  This year's visit was out third in twenty-four 
months.  We have always been well received at Bragg, and we have always gotten an 
excellent turn-out for our tennis clinics.  This year was no exception as approximately 
120 participants (kids and adults) joined us on the tennis courts.  As in the past two years, 
everyone seems to enjoy the outing. 
The rest of the summer has been spent finalizing our plans for the fall and giving thought 
to what bases we would hope to visit in 2016.  Part of the planning process for next year 
involves opening lines of communication with new bases.  At this time, it looks like we 
might hold eight to ten events in 2016, including clinics at as many as four new bases. 



 
As summer turns to fall and the weather cools a bit, we will be quite busy through the 
fourth quarter.  We have three events scheduled at bases in Maryland, Texas and here in 
Florida.  We will be putting several thousand miles on our truck, but it's well worth it. 
Our program continues to grow, and interest in hosting an event is being expressed by 
more and more bases.  It seems that we have indeed created something very special.  We 
love what we are doing, and we will be forever grateful to the Great Charity Challenge 
for its financial assistance in 2015. 
	  

	   	  
	  
	  
15th Place: Wellington PTA/PTO/PTSA 
Full yearly report to be published separately, including all 12 schools 
 
16th Place: Oasis Compassion Agency 
Oasis Compassion Agency continues to see our clients take the next 
step in their own success. The money received from the Great Charity 
Challenge helps us to continue to feed and clothe our clients while 
empowering them with dignity and knowledge. When they do not have 
to worry where their food or clothing is coming from, they are able to 
start taking care of themselves. Using the skills taught at Oasis 
Compassion Agency we see them become more productive citizens in 
our community. 

   



 
17th Place: Leadership Palm Beach County 
The Great Charity Challenge has helped launch Leadership Palm Beach County in to an 
exciting fiscal year.   
In the past few months, we have begun and concluded a search for a new CEO; initiated 
49 community leaders in to the Engage Program (formerly known as the Leadership 
Program);  welcomed 48 students in to the Grow Program (formerly known as Youth 
Leadership); and planned for many events and gatherings to connect leaders in our 
community to build a better community. 
Over a Saturday Retreat in July, the new Board of Governors met to review the strategic 
plan, and set measurable goals for the organization to meet over the next year.  The 
incoming board was motivated and enthusiastic about helping the organization achieve a 
greater understanding in the community and positioning it as a leader.  They have high 
expectations for the new CEO, and would like to add new Leadership Training Programs 
as well as increase revenue through a newly formed Fund Development Committee.  All 
attendees vowed to connect, collaborate and change (LPBC’s new tag line) Palm Beach 
County for the better. 
It is because of support from entities like the Great Charity Challenge that LPBC is able 
to continue to do the good work in the community that it does.  

  
Alumni volunteers from the Engage Retreat 

	  
	  
18th Place: CROS Ministries 
CROS Ministries received $23,000 from the Great Charity Challenge at the end of 
March. As reported in May, we proposed to use the full amount for our CROS Camps 
program, a nine-week camp program for campers from families with low income, 
kindergarten through 8th grade taking place from June 8 – August 6, 2015.  
The summer started off with a record of 210 campers between our two sites in Boynton 
Beach at First United Methodist Church of Boynton Beach and Lake Worth at Our Savior 
Lutheran Church. Eighteen interns from across the United States through the Florida 
Conference of the United Methodist Church’s Summer Mission Intern Program helped 
run our camp program and activities. 
This summer our camps dedicated a great deal of time to school readiness. Thanks to 
grant funding from Palm Beach County, we were able to bring on a teacher from the 
Weiss School in Palm Beach Gardens. She kept the campers focused on academics this 
summer particularly in reading comprehension and math. She taught academics in a fun, 
creative, and welcoming atmosphere and traveled with the campers on field trips so they 
never missed a class.  
Our campers received lunch, and snacks daily from Palm Beach County’s Summer 
BreakSpot program and breakfast as needed. Plus, thanks to our community partner, the 
Palm Beach County Food Bank, campers received a backpack filled with food to take 



home every Friday so they would have food on the weekends. 
Besides academics, campers participated in such fun activities as Robotics, Zumba, 
Yoga, and even line dancing. They also had a visit from the Palm Beach Zoo. There were 
some exciting field trips too. Campers visited Camp Welaka in Jupiter where they swam, 
learned how to canoe and do archery. They also learned about the history of Jupiter at the 
Jupiter Lighthouse and about the environment that surrounds us with trips to Gumbo 
Limbo Nature Center in Boca Raton and Loggerhead Marinelife Center in Juno Beach.  
Thank you Great Charity Challenge and its funders! Our “winnings” went a long way to 
ensure many campers a great, safe, and fun summer!  

 

 
	  
	  
19th	  Place:	  Alzheimer’s	  Community	  Care:	  

	  

 



	   
           
 
20th Place: Equestrian Aid Foundation 
 
All of us at the Equestrian Aid Foundation (EAF) wish to continue to express our sincere gratitude to you 
and your dedicated supporters for the 2015 Great Charity Challenge!  
We are pleased to provide you with the second update as to how the funds you so generously provided are 
being put to use.  As you know, our great team Starwyn Farms won a grand total of $29,500.00 to help 
benefit some of our Palm Beach County recipients: 
Joe - We continue to assist Joe, who is a former farrier who lives in Wellington. In November 2006, he 
became partially paralyzed as a result of a horse falling on him while being shod.  Despite a few medical 
procedures performed on him in the past few months, Joe has been so consumed with pain, that his 
customary resolve and determination has become challenged.  The procedures provide relief, but 
unfortunately the relief is temporary; within a few days, he is back to being in unbearable pain.  Therefore, 
It is challenging for Joe to bring in income when he can sit, stand, sleep, lie down or concentrate for only 
very short periods of time ... and he so desperately wants to be able to support his family! We continue to 
provide Joe with $850.00 per month, which assists toward his mortgage and other household expenses.  We 
have been quite involved endeavoring to seek additional assistance for him.  In the first update, we let you 
know that we provided Joe with $2,550.00.  Since that time, we've provided him with an additional 
$2,550.00 for a combined total at present of $5,100.00.  We are in the process of conducting our annual 
review.  Joe is one of the recipients being reviewed.  Once the review is completed, it may be possible to 
increase his grant. 
Jack - For over 30 years, Jack ran a full-time successful show operation with his partner.  He has an 
outstanding reputation as a rider, coach and trainer and produced many top hunter ponies and horses.  Jack 
continues to suffer from coronary heart disease, high blood pressure and high cholesterol.  In addition, he 
has suffered several strokes since 2003 with 3 of them coming in more rapid succession in 2014.  He also 
suffers from vision loss and lack of mobility.  Sadly, Jack's health is in decline.  As a result, he is on more 
medication that is not covered by insurance and requires round the clock care.  When his partner must be 
out of town in order to earn an income, they must then hire nursing staff to come help take care of Jack.  As 
there was a substantially significant increase in their out of pocket expenses, in June we conducted an 
interim review and approved an increase in Jack's grant from $600.00 to $900.00 per month.  Therefore in 
addition to the $1,800.00 Jack received during the first update time period, we have been able to provide 
Jack with an additional $2,700.00 in assistance during this second time period.  We would not have been 
able to do this if it were not for your generosity! You are directly providing the funds to help pay for Jack's 
daily medications and for his additional nursing care costs!! Thank you!!!. 
I cannot sugar coat the sometimes sad and misfortunate updates I have provided.  It is the reality of some of 
our recipients.  However instead of a feeling of hopelessness, we provide not only much needed help in 
terms of financial assistance, but hope and healing as well.  All three are so integral -- there cannot be hope 
and healing if recipients are constantly worrying about finances.  So you help provide the key aspect - 
financial help!  
As of the end of May, you provided us with the means to be able to provide $8,700.00 to help support our 
Palm Beach County recipients.  As of August, you provided us with the means to be able to provide an 
additional $12,150.00, which comes to a total of $20,850.00 to date.  Because of your generosity, we have 
been able to still completely fund our Palm Beach County residents from the winnings of the 2015 Grest 
Charity Challenge! I'm looking forward to providing the third update.  I know I am repeating myself, but 
we wish to reiterate that we thank you for your vision, your generosity and for being the superheroes that 
you are.  Our recipients and all of us at the EAF are so immensely grateful to all of you for all that you do! 

 
21st Place: Restoration Bridge International 
 
Each week we feed around 700 families and each day is a challenge to pick up food from 
different sources and to deliver it to those in our community that are food insecure. 
Because of your willingness to help us with finances we have been able to keep our six 
vehicles on the road and to keep up with the supplies needed to run our program of 
feeding those in need around us. 
Here is how we have used your money so far: 
Maintenance - $4109 



Vehicle Insurance - $6741 
Food Pantry Supplies - $3352 
Again, thank you for your generosity. Each week we have at least one or two families 
expressing their thankfulness for the food they receive. Your grant is much appreciated. 
  
 
22nd Place: Horses Healing Hearts 

 
When the children first start attending HHH we explain that we use horses because they 
are very “equipped” to work with COAs (Children of alcoholics)…  The same way that a 
dog can “smell fear,” a horse can sense when a person’s “insides don’t match their 
outsides.”  So if we’re showing something different on our face than what we feel inside, 
the horse will know and it makes them fearful, preventing them from connecting with 
you.   Connecting with their feelings is very difficult for children of alcoholics because of 
the three unspoken rules in the home; don’t’ talk, don’t trust, don’t feel. 
Lisa then said, “I’ve been stuffing my feelings for so long, I don’t know if I remember 
how to feel.”  We explained it would just happen naturally over time with the horses. 
The first two times at HHH she didn’t feel much different; however, her third time out 
she was brushing the neck of a horse, and I noticed as I walked up from behind her that 
her shoulders were shaking… she was sobbing.   
I approached her and just stood next to her for a minute.  She slowly looked up, and I 
asked her if she knew what she was feeling.  She said, “they are all coming too fast and 
they’re mixed together.  I can’t tell what each one is.  It’s the like the flood gates 
opened.”  I reassured it that it was fine, the feelings might take time to identify, but we 
have all the time in the world.   
Then she asked, “Are my tears…., Is my crying upsetting the horse?”…   
This is very indicative of COA’s.  Because they are so familiar with trying to keep their 
environment “safe” and everyone around them “happy” they begin to focus solely on the 
feelings of those outside of themselves to the exclusion and lost touch of their own 
feelings.  This morphs into the false belief of “I can only feel ok if those around me feel 
ok.” This is called co-dependency.   
So I just smiled and said, “No the horse is actually quite comfortable  now.  Look at his 
back leg (which was bent, resting).  Watch his breathing.. it’s slow and relaxed.  The 
horse is comfortable because you’re being authentic right now.  Your tears match what 

We are very proud to report that the $21,000 winnings from the Great Charity Challenge 
2015  are currently covering the cost of eight of our 50 children for the weekly two hour 
Horses Healing Hearts prevention education session. 
HHH may be the only place where these kids feel safe enough to share their feelings.  
There’s no shame, judgment, or secrets they have to hide.  Every weekend they get to 
spend time with horses that put them at ease, as only a horse can do!! 
We have recently started receiving referrals from Big Brothers Big Sisters.   
Four of the eight children being scholar shipped by the GCC grant are BBBS referrals.  
They are doing amazing!!! 
Because of the sensitive nature of addiction in families and the shame that some of our 
children feel with it we chose to share a touching story with you instead of photographs.  
The name in the story below has been changed to protect her anonymity.  
 
Now to the individual story: 
One of the eight GCC kids is a 13 year old teenager.  She’s fairly new to HHH.  Mom 
and dad have both abused alcohol and drugs.  Dad has been in and out of prison.   



you’re feeling inside.  The horse would be very uncomfortable if you were holding in 
your tears.”  She smiled and continued to brush him.   
Lisa walked away that week a little “lighter” and a lot more confident that she could, 
indeed, connect with her feelings.  Even though it was painful for the moment, she felt 
better afterwards!  
These are some of the “ah hah” moments our kids experience, and we get to witness as a 
result of being a 2015 Great Charity Challenge Recipient!!  	  
 
23rd Place: First Care Women’s Clinic 
In the past 11 months, 1,069 new clients have been served in our clinics and 1,448 clients 
received follow up care at one of our clinics 
In the past 3 months we have added testing for sexually transmitted disease in two 
centers, and we have hired a part time physician to increase the level of medical care 
already offered by our nurses. 
Thank you to the Great Charity Challenge for helping us continue to serve Palm Beach 
County.  
 
 
24th Place: American Association of Caregiving Youth 
Again, we remain every so grateful for the support we received from the Great Charity 
Challenge.  We are pleased to report that we have spent the $20,000 in the three ways 
that we identified: 

1. The tutoring we provided with the $5,000 proved invaluable. AACY became a 
pilot so that, with special parental permission, we have access to student 
records so that going forward we can continue to monitor results. We are 
especially proud of our track record:  of 41 active participants in the senior 
class, 40 graduated!  Of these, 33 are going on to college and two into the 
military.  

2. With your support, we have been able to continue our progress with M.A.C.Y. 
(Mentor A Caregiving Youth). We have created a brochure and continue 
recruiting and educating individuals to begin this special relationship. 

3. Thankfully, although we did not receive expected funding to allow us to expand 
the existing geographic region served by the Caregiving Youth Project team, 
we extended our reach within the service area to include a school that is both a 
middle and a high school. All caregiving youth lives are valuable and thus 
deserved to be served. 

We continue to work toward our ultimate goal that no child in our country should have to 
drop out of school because of family caregiving responsibilities. 

25th Place: Helping Hands 
Thanks to the generosity of the Great Charity Challenge, Helping Hands Assistance 
Program continues to help our existing clients, those individuals and families who enter 
our doors, and those we meet at collaborative events to solve the puzzle of receiving the 
proper assistance from existing programs, agencies, and organizations making it possible 
to return to self sufficiency.  
Every year Helping Hands offers school essentials, food, household items and clothing at 
the Back to School Bash in Greenacres as well as directly receiving backpacks from our 
facility.   On Monday August 3, 2015 Helping Hands Assistance Program had the honor 
of meeting Governor Rick Scott as we received backpacks and school supplies to 
distribute to children in our community offered by The Office Depot Foundation.  The 



Office Depot Foundation  has graciously partnered with Helping Hands by supplying 
backpacks and school supplies since 2009.   Many children were able to start school 
prepared and ready for success as we joined the City of Greenacres and distributed over 
500 new backpacks and school supplies.    
 

   
 
Collaborative events like the one mentioned above along with the generous support we 
received from the Great Charity Challenge allows us to continue to make it our mission 
to help clients through the process of navigating community resources, provide nutritious 
food items such as fresh fruits, vegetables, meats and Ensure through the administration 
of our I.N.S.I.S.T. (Increasing Nutrition Stability in Seniors Training) program and our 
overall A.S.S.I.S.T. program (Achieving Self-Sufficiency through Integrated Services 
and Training). Through intake assessment we are able to facilitate clients with food 
stamp, Medicare, Cash Assistance and additional public and private assistance 
applications. Our trained intake volunteers take  time with each client to offer 
encouragement and provide resources/referrals to other social services and governmental 
agencies that fit their need.   
Our Fresh-Food Bag project helps to break the dangerous effects of food insecurity on 
our clients' well-being by decreasing their risk of becoming sick from major diseases like 
cancer, heart disease, diabetes and obesity, and in children, developmental functions. We 
empower our clients by increasing their access to adequate nutritious food.  
The short-term benefit of the Fresh-Food Bag Program is to satisfy the immediate hunger 
needs of our clients. The long-term effect is a healthier individual re-entering Palm Beach 
County's productive and competitive workforce. 
The following will give you some idea of the impact we are making in the community 
due largely to the support of "The Great Charity Challenge" 
January- August 2015:  

• 154 new households which represent adults and children in each household 
receive food, household items and other necessities. (repeat assistance 6x per 
year.) 

• 34 households which represent adults and children in each household from our 
partnership with a local Haitian Church (Eglise Pierre Angulaire in Lantana)  We 
offer them food, household, other necessities. (once per month). 

• 67 senior members which represent grandparents raising grandchildren and single 
seniors.  They receive food, household and other necessities. (2x per month.)  

• 101 senior members of a local senior HUD facility (Villa Madonna) receive food, 
household and other necessities (once per month.) 

 



 
 
26th Place: Family Promise of S Palm Beach County 
I can’t believe its September already this year has flown by as we have worked diligently 
to serve children and their families who are experiencing homelessness. Since our last 
update we have served/ are serving 23 children and their parents. We are happy to report 
that all the graduates are doing great in their new homes. Most continue to utilize us as 
part of their ongoing support system, participating in our mentoring program and 
volunteering to give back.  
The funds from the Great Charity Challenge has been instrumental in helping serve 
families on their journey out of the devastation of homelessness to reclaimed self-
confidence, renewed dignity, experiencing love and kindness not just from staff but with 
all the volunteers; who prepare a meal, or drive them in the van, or sleep over. I believe 
the success of our families has everything to do with the positive loving environment they 
participate in while residing with us during this part of their life journey. We provide a 
loving, safe, nurturing environment that allows family members some healing time along 
the way of finding a job and saving money. Also, recently we expanded services to 
provide more in-depth mental health, realizing how traumatic homelessness is for 
everyone in the family and wanting to provide the much needed support. 
Currently, we are housing 12 individuals, 3 families:  
1. Mom is a professor at a local university, her 3 children 1 in the Army Reserve and 
attending college, the other 2 in school 
2. Mom is working for a cleaning agency, her 3 children are younger 2 in middle and 1 in 
elementary school 
3. Mom had a job and was injured her first day with us. Her injury required surgery and 
she is now mending, Dad is actively looking for work. Aimee the oldest had just come to 
live with them as her mom was killed in an accident earlier this year. P.S. Aimee was 
accepted into the IB program at our local high school. Beethoven is 2 and through our 
assessment is now receiving speech and other services that will help him be successful in 
life.    
Two of our three families were living in their car for several weeks before they found 
Family Promise of South Palm Beach County. 
 

  
 
 
 
 



27th Place: Christopher Aguirre Memorial Foundation 
Update on CAMF sending 11 Wellington children to summer camp for 2 weeks:  We had 
great feedback from the Village of Wellington and the parents of the children.  This is a 
project that we are going to continue next year with the goal of sending 25 children for 
two weeks. 
 

 
 
We had previously reported that CAMF would be making a matching donation of shoes 
towards the “Shoes for Kids in Need” (goal was 100).  The shoes are donated to local 
elementary and middle school children.   
Update:  We raised a total of 218 pair this year.  What is very rewarding about this 
project is that we get the local kids involved in helping to get the shoes donated.  We then 
report back to them and show them the pictures and tell them the stories how much the 
kids and their parents appreciate it.  We will continue this project next year will the hopes 
of doubling the amount of shoes raised. 
 

	    
 
We helped sponsor the Neighborhood Picnic this summer at Tiger Shark cove.  Again, 
there is nothing like watching the faces of the kids and hearing the gratitude in the voices 
of the parents.  This is what it is all about. 
 



 
 
Our next project is feeding the needy for Thanksgiving.  We are teaming with the 
Neighborhood Services. 
 
28th Place: Breaking the Chains 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



29th Place: Faulk Center for Counseling 
On behalf of the Faulk Center for Counseling, thank you, again, for the Great Charity 
Challenge’s generous support. This letter serves as our quarterly update, demonstrating 
how your partnership enables us to change lives by fostering stronger emotional and 
behavioral health for children in our community. 
We are pleased to report outcome data on the results of our Schools Preventive 
Counseling groups, which served over 215 children in 12 Palm Beach County schools 
during the 2014-2015 school year. Our data indicated that 86% of students improved their 
social competency skills. We were pleased with this outcome, as social competence is 
one of the main areas of emphasis in the groups. Success in this area was a result of being 
in a group setting with peers struggling with similar issues and group leaders choosing 
activities that foster growth in social skills. As a result of your support, we were able to 
renew this program for the new school year.   
We also received great feedback in other skill building areas from the guidance 
counselors and teachers. The majority of children who participated in the schools groups 
showed improvement in problem solving skills (81%), and autonomy/self esteem (83%). 
In addition, children with prior attendance issues showed improved attendance and 99% 
of the children were promoted to the next grade. 
As a result, the dynamics at home improved for these children and their parents. Donors 
like you understand the vital service we offer – a chance for children, families, and 
parents or caregivers to receive support and help for their problems, at little or no cost. 
Together, we ensure the welfare of people suffering from emotional problems and mental 
illness in our community.  Thank you again for your generous support. We work hard 
every day to continue to merit your support. 
 
SUCCESS STORY: 
Two of our leaders worked with groups of challenging 8th grade girls and boys. These 
students were regularly in trouble at their current schools. Many of the boys and girls 
were in gangs, had been arrested, and/or expelled from other schools. The students 
rarely seemed interested in the groups and were sometimes hostile, saying things like, 
“Why are we even here? What is the point of this?” They also argued with one another in 
the group. Despite these challenging issues, they came to the group every week and 
eventually became deeply engaged in the process. On the last day of group, the leaders 
did an activity. The teens were asked to write the following on a balloon: ‘What do you 
want to let go, so you can move your life in a better direction?” Each student took the 
project seriously and put great thought into the question. Each one answered with 
sentiments about learning to be more confident and the importance of caring about other 
people. Leaders also received positive feedback from the teachers that each student 
reduced their aggressive behavior and were doing better in school. 
 
 
 
30th Place: Big Brothers Big Sisters of PB and Martin Counties 
They were utilized for technology and helping pay down our LOC (line of credit). The 
result helped move us forward technologically and helped us finish the fiscal year flat on 
our LOC. This took pressure off of the agency and the technology component helped 
improve performance and security of our staff and the children we serve. The agency 
finished with outstanding outcomes. 
Incidentally, we were recognized by the Doyle Foundation in partnership with the Sun 
Sentential as having outstanding performance and impact in the community.  
 
 



31st Place: Families First of PB County 

 
 



 
 
32nd Place: Gratitude House 
Once again, please accept our deepest thanks for the $16,000 we received from the  
Great Charity Challenge of 2015. We are deeply indebted to the GCC for all of your hard 
work you’re your support of all of the local charities, including Gratitude House. We also 
had a great deal of fun in the process! 
We informed you that we would be using the funds from the Great Charity Challenge  
towards the launch of our Child Care Center. We are the only treatment center in Palm  
Beach County that offers long-term residential services for pregnant and post-partum  
mothers so that these women can have their babies reside with them while in treatment.   
Through the funds we received from our generous donors, including the Great Charity 
Challenge, Gratitude House has been able to serve 39 women and 21 babies through our 
Child Care Center and programs in Fiscal Year 2015-2015. 19 clients were pregnant at 
the time of admission and 7 babies were born drug–free. Think about that for one 
second—your gift helped bring a drug free baby into our world!  
20 clients were admitted postpartum and 14 babies were admitted into treatment with  
their mothers—the other 6 babies with in the care of family members or in the custody of  
the Department of Children and Family Services. Of 4 clients who are still in treatment  
with us, 2 have been reunited with their children while in our care. 
In total, Gratitude House served 330 women and 24 children last year through all of 
our programs. 
 
 
33rd Place: JEFF Industries 
Robert came into the agency referred by his mother who had been searching for a place 
that he could gain work after finishing high school. Robert had a history of impulsive 
behaviors, leaving home, irresponsibility, and his prospects to hold any job for a period 
of time were dim.  



He interviewed at Jeff Industries, qualified for the program, and was placed on the 
waitlist for a spot in our agency owned businesses where he would receive vocational 
training based on a treatment plan which accounts for his specific strengths, needs, and 
barriers to employment. While on the list, Robert attended our AMIGOs drop-in center 
where he was able to socialize, attend psychoeducational groups, and be mentored by 
peer counselors who staff the center.  Soon Robert was able to receive a spot in the 
Signs/Woodworking Enclave group where he worked with 4-5 other clients completing 
projects ranging from custom two dimensional signs to picnic tables to media cabinets 
and many more. Robert did struggle at times with punctuality, interpersonal relationships, 
and general immaturity. However, guided by clinical staff and his vocational instructor 
along with his case worker and family, Robert started to reach his goals and when a job 
opportunity with cleaning services in a local hospital became available, Robert was 
mentioned by several staff as the prime candidate. He interviewed and was hired shortly 
thereafter. Robert remains in this role, where he has even been given additional hours, 
and exhibits a pride which is evident to those who have known and those who meet him.  
We at Jeff Industries are very proud of Robert and all of our clients who have the courage 
to fight through their barriers and reach their goals.  
The funds received from the Equestrian Challenge allowed us to purchase vocational 
training materials to help Robert overcome his barriers to employment. 
 
34th Place: Villages of Hope 

 
 

        


